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INSPIRED BY AN EXTRAORDINARY REAL-LIFE STORY 
FROM WW1

1916. After a military tribunal finds him guilty of cowardice 
on the battlefields of France, artist Sam Burke is spared 
death by firing squad only so that his skills can now 
be used to help fellow soldiers who have been brutally 
disfigured in the trenches. 

And so he finds himself at a castle by the Irish Sea, 
surrounded by casualties of war and trying to come to terms 
with the violent death of his best friend and the promise he 
has failed to keep.

At the Tin Nose Shop Sam battles his own demons as 
he learns to create intricate masks to hide the mutilation 
suffered by the men around him. But will he too be able to 
find the courage to make the same journey from despair to 
a desire to live on in the world? 

The Tin Nose Shop is an intensely moving exploration 
of love and self during the Great War.

Key Selling Points:
• Don wrote the movie, Fallen Angel, that starred 

Gary Sinise and Joely Richardson.
• Don won the most prestigious fellowship at the 

Iowa Writer’s Workshop in 1985.                                                       
• Has published ten novels and non-fiction 

books with Little Brown, Alfred A. Knopf, 
Doubleday, Simon & Schuster and Random 
House.     

• The book is about soldiers with PTSD and 
he now devotes his life to helping former 
soldiers with PTSD .       
 

Comparison Authors:
Perfect for fans of Sebastian Faulks, Caroline 
Scott and Pat Barker

The Author:
Don J. Snyder was born 
and raised in America and 
is the author of ten novels 
and non-fiction books and 
wrote the movie Fallen Angel 
that starred Gary Sinise and 
Joely Richardson. He now 
lives in Scotland where he 
established the world's only 
caddie training school for 
soldiers, to try to help restore 
servicemen from around the 
world who are suffering from 
PTSD.
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